
Dear Representative [INSERT LAST NAME] 

As a licensed ophthalmologist, I am writing to inform you of my strong opposition to HB 1037. If 

passed, this bill would endanger and jeopardize the safety of patients in Florida by allowing 

optometrists, who are not medical doctors or surgeons, to perform surgery. The bill language, allows 

optometrists to not only self-regulate, but enable narcotic prescribing, declare themselves primary care 

doctors, and completely bypass the established route to surgery known as medical school. The very first 

patient that a Florida optometrist would be able to perform surgery on in his or her office would be their 

first surgical experience with a live patient.   

There are absolutely no shortcuts available to acquiring skill and experience, especially when it comes to 

eye surgery and preserving one of our most precious senses. Ophthalmologists spend 17,000+ of hours 

training and gain experience through surgical specific residencies and fellowships, before they are 

qualified to perform surgery without any supervision. Optometrists only receive approximately 1,900 

hours of hands-on experience and that does not include any actual surgical experience beyond lecture 

or observation of ophthalmologists.   

There is no issue of access to surgical eye care anywhere in the state of Florida. In fact, no Floridian is 

more than 28-minutes by car or bus from the nearest ophthalmologist, that is less than most daily 

commutes to work. The cost is the same and there is no savings whatsoever in reimbursement by 

insurance, including Medicaid or Medicare.  

Finally, the most important argument regarding this legislation is to urge you to do what is in the best 

interest of safety for the citizens of Florida. One mistake can result in a lifetime of blindness if this 

dangerous legislation is only passed to appease the claims of optometry. Please vote NO against HB 

1037. It's not the standard of care for Florida. 

Sincerely, 


